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Wholesale  prices  of  steer  beef  declined  sharply  from  July  1948  to  February  1949. 
'^e  February,  prices  of  the  Choice  grade  have  risen  slowly  and  prices  of  the  Good  and 
'  "rades  more  rapidly.    The  recent  changes  have  narrowed  the  spread  between 
'-^1  beef  to  a  little  over  $2.00  in  i^ay,  which  was  less  than  the  small 
-*  wasamuch  smaller  percentage  spread  than  the  1932-41  average, 
•-ades  of  slaughter  steers  have  been  similarly  close  to- 
'  ^pt  better  grades  of  cattle  and  beef  is  primarily  due  to 
' 'e  for  slaughter  and  relatively  smaller  supplies  of 
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Approved  "by  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Boards-  Juiie  1,  1949 

SIB/MARY 


Commercial  production  of  meat  thus  far  in  1949  has  been  only 
slightly  larger  than  in  the  same  period  of  1948,     Consumption  per  capita 
for  the  larger  population  is  estimated  as  l/2  pound  less  than  a  year 
earlier  in  each  of  the  first  two  quarters r.     Production  in  the  second 
half  of  1949  is  expected  to  exceed  levels  a  year  earlier  by  a  larger  per- 
centage than  in  the  first  half.     Last  year's  summer  shortage  of  meat  is 
not  likely  to  be  repeated  this  year  and  output  of  meat  will  increase 
rapidly  in  the  fall  as  hogs  from  the  larger  spring  pig  crop  move  to  mar- 
ket.    Consumption  of  meat  in  each  of  the  last  two  quarters  of  the  year 
may  exceed  a  year  earlier  by  about  l/S  pound  per  person.     The  total  for 
the  year  is  not  expected  to  differ  greatly  from  the  146  pounds  in  1948 o 

Part  of  the  increased  meat  supply  to  date  this  year  has  resulted 
from  an  increased  output  of  beef.    Reflecting  the  large  expansion  in 
grain  feeding  of  cattle,  the  number  of  steers  slaughtered  under  Federal 
inspection  through  April  this. year,  has  been  the  second  highest  on  record. 
The  average  slaughter  weight  of  steers  has  been  close  to  the  highest  in 
10  years  of  racord.     Output  of  steer  beef  during  the  first  four  months 
was  the  largest  on  record  and  exceeded  a  year  earlier  by  18,5  percent. 

Pork  production  was  larger  than  last  year  in  the  first  quarter, 
but  production  in  the  second  quarter  has  been  smaller  than  expectations 
and  the  quarter  total  may  be  less  than  a  year  ago.     The  seasonal  increase 
in  hog  slaughter  this  spring  has  been  moderate  and  average  weights  lighter 
than  in  the  spring  of  1948. 

In  line  with  the  7-year  reduction  in  sheep  herds,  production  of 
lamb  and  mutton  is  at  low  levels.     The  number  of  sheep  and  lambs  slaugh- 
tered in  April  was  the  smallest  for  the  month  since  April  1918, 

Compared  with  most  years,  price  fluctuations  for  meat  animals  this 
spring  have  not  been  extreme.     Spreads  between  prices  of  top  and  bottom 
grades  of  steers  have  narrowed  as  prices  of  top  grades  held  even  while 
those  of  lower  grades  rose.    Hog  prices  advanced  in  May  after  declining 
in  April,     Prices  of  hogs  and  of  the  better  grades  of  cattle  may_ weaken 
somewhat  before  rising  seasonally  during  the  summer* 

Demand  for  meat,  as  measured  by  the  retail  value  of  meat  con- 
sumption- relative  to  consumers »  incomes,  dropped  belov/  the  1935-39  aver- 
age level  in  the  first  quarter  of  this  year.     It  declined  rapidly  in  the 
latter  pa.rt  of  1948  from  the  high  levels  that  had  prevailed  since  the  war. 


MAY  1949 


OUTLOOK 


Meat  Production,  in  First  Half 
1949  About  Squal  to  Last  Year 

About  one  percent  more  meat  was  produced  commercially  in  the  United 
States  in  the  January-March  quarter  of  this  year  than  in  the  same  period 
last  year  (table  l) c    For  the  April^Jurie  quarter  this  year^  present  indi- 
cations point  to    little  change  from  a  year  earlier. 

Table  lo-  Commercial  meat  production.  United  States,  by  quarter-years 

1946  to  first  quarter  1949 


:                                            All  meats 

Year 

:  J anuary- 
:  March 

:  April- 
:  June 

:       July-  : 
:.    September  . : 

October-  : 
December  : 

Year 

:  Million 
;.  pounds 

Million 
pounds 

.  Million 
•pounds 

Million 
pounds 

I^llion 
pounds  • 

1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 

5,839 
r  5,419 
;  5,030 

:  5,084 

4,440 
5,008 
4,650 

4,409 

4;8/t0 

4,298  . 

5,831 
5,912 
5,477 

20,519 
21,179 
19,455 

:  Beef 

1946 

1947  ■  . 

1948  ' 

1949  ' 

t  2,479 
5  2,542 
:  2,264 
J  2,308 

1,800 
2,481 
2-il07 

2,191 
^  2,iV93 
2,188 

2,540 
2,580 
.  2,308 

9,010 
10,096 
8,867 

:  Veal 

1946  \ 

1947  J 

19A8  : 
1949  : 

'   '  278 
310 
292 
273 

252 
•  336 
321 

376 
421 
365 

423 

.  •     426  ^ 
352 

1,329 
1,493 
1,330 

1946  ! 

1947  : 

1948  : 
1949.  : 

Lamb  and  mutton 

.280 
..  .198 
185 
158 

223 
190 
158 

212 
182 
183 

.  231 
209 
205 

946  . 

779 

731 

1946 

1947  : 

1948  : 

1949  : 

Pork 

excluding  lard 

2,802 
2,369 
2,289  ' 
2,345 

2,165 
2,001 
2,064 

1,630 

1,744 
1,562 

2,637  • 
■2,697 
2,612    .  • 

"9T23r'~ 
8,811 

8,527 
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Total  consumption  of  meat  in  each  of  the  first  two  quarters  is 
estimated  as  pratically  the  same  as  that  a  year  earlier »    Due  to  the 
increase  in  population  the  equivalent  consumption  per  capita  in  each 
qiarter  is  about  J  pound  or  1-2  percent  less  than  in  the  same  quarter 
last  year» 

More  beef  has  been  produced  to  date  this  year  than  last.  The 
increase  comes  mainly  from  the  large  num^oer  of  steers  slaughtered j  which 
in  turn  reflects  the  big  increase  in  cattle  feeding.    On  January  Ij  the 
number  of  cattle  on  feed  surpassed  the  number  a  year  earlier  by  19  per-^ 
cent  and  the  previous  record  by  2  percent.    Reports  on  April  1  showed 
a  continued  higher  level  of  feeding  than  last  year. 

An  unusually  high  percentage  of  the  cattle  received  at  Corn  Belt 
markets  recently  has  been  grain-fed  steers.    Federally  inspected 
slaughter  of  steers  in  the  United  States  from  January  to  April  this  year- 
was  12  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier.    Among  years  of  record,  the 
number  was  second  only  to  1947  when  slaughter  included  many  steers  that 
were  not  grain  fed.    The  average  weight  of  steers  has  been  close  to  the  • 
heaviest  for  10  years  of  record.    Output  of  steer  beef  during  the  firsi:  . 
4  months  was  the  largest  on  record  and  exceeded  a  year  e&rlier  by  18,5 
percent.    Because  of  the  high  proportion  of  steers  and  their  heavy 
weights,  the  weights  of  all  cattle  slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection 
this  year  have  averaged  the  heaviest  since  the  early  1920' s. 

Although  large  receipts  of  very  heavy,  well  fleshed  steers  have  ■ 
occasionally  appeared,  the  percentage  of  steers  grading  Choice  and  Prime 
has,  until  recently,  not  been  unusually  great.    At  Chicago  from  March' 
to  mid-May,  the  percentage  ir^  these  grades  generally  held  between  15  and 
20  percent  of  all  slaughter  steers ^    The  percentages  ?/ere  much  lower  at 
Omaha  and  Sioux  City, 

The  price  premium  for  the  best  grades  of  slaughter  steers  has 
been  comparatively  small c    In  April  and  May,  the  .  spread  between  Choice 
and  Prime ^slaughter  steers  and  the  Common  grade  at  Chicago  vms  less  than 
$5,00  per  100  pounds,  only  about  2/3  of  the  spread  a  year  ago  (table  2). 
It  was  only  a  little  greater  in  dollars  than  the  prewar  average  spread, 
and  smaller  in  percentage,  .       .  : 

Prices  of  steer  beef  at  wholesale  have  been  similarly  close  to- 
gether for  high  and  low  grades.    Choice  steer  beef  at  Chicago  in  April 
and  May  sold  for  only  about  :^2,.50  more  per  100  pounds  than  the  Commercial 
grade,    (See  cover  chart  and  table  3.)    This  spread  Y/as  no  larger  than 
the  1932-41  average,  and  in  percentage  terms  was  much  narrov\rert, 

The  narrow  price  spread  for  different  grades  of  beef  and  live 
cattle  is  typical  of  all  years  v/hen  the  market  supply  includes  a  much 
larger  than  usual  proportion  of  fed  cattle  in  the  total,  as  has  occurred 
this  year.    Marketings  of  cows  this  year  have  been  small  in  coiTOarison 
with  recent  years. 
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Prices  for  Best  Cattle 
Have  Been  Steady 

Price  spreads  Ibetween  various  grades  of  "beef  and  of  "beef  steers 
have  iDecoiRe  narrower  through  a  seasonal  rise  of  the  price  of  the  lowest 
grades  while  prices  of  top  grades  remained  steady.    From  the  week  bnded 
February  I9  to  that  ended  May  28,  weekly  average  prices  of  Choice  and 
Prime  steers  at  Chicago  fluctuated  within  the  unusually  narrow  range  of 
less  than  $1.00  per  100  pounds.    But  prices  of  Comtnon  steers  advanced 
from  $18„31  to  $21.78. 

The  number  and  proportion  of  the  highest  grades  of  cattle  will 
increase  seasonally  during  the  aunaner,  but  may  not  reach  exceptionally 
high  levels.    A  large  part  of  steer  receipts  will  probably  continue  to 
be  of  Good  and  Medium  grades .    Prices  for  the  highest  grades  may  yet 
weaken  a  little  before  beginning-  a  seasonal  advance  in  the  summer. 

Total  supplies  of  beef  in  the  third  quai'ter  probably  will  con- 
tinue to  exceed  those  of  a  year  earlier.    The  increase  over  last  year, 
however,  may  be  smaller  than  in  the  second  quai'ter.    Production  of  beef 
in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  will-  depend  largely  on  the  number  of 
cattle  put  on  grain  feed.    If  many  cattle  are  put  on  feed,  and  cow 
slaughter  continues  low,  the  number  slaughtered  will  be  reduced  and 
supplies  of  beef  may  be  slightly  smaller  in  the  fourth  quarter  this 
year  than  last , 

No  Great  Changes  in  Pork  Supplies 

The  seasonal  increase  in  hog  slaughter  to  the  end  of  May  was  less 
than  expected.    The  1-mlllion  head  of  hogs  slaughtered  under  Federal  in- 
spection in  the  week  of  April  30  were  only  IO-I5  percent  more  than  the 
number  slaughtered  in  earlier  weeks,  and  weekly  slaughter  declined  in 
May,    One  cause  for  the  rather  limited  increase  in  slaughter  may  be  the 
large  number  of  fall  pigs  marketed  early  in  the  season.    Slaughter  may 
rise  somewhat  in  June,  then  decrease  seasonally  in  mid-summer. 

Average  slaughter  weights  declined  from  255  pounds  in  January  to 
2k6  in  March  and  2k2  in  April.    Weights  were  somewhat  heavier  in  May  than 
in  April,  an  increase  that  is  partly  accounted  for  by  slaughter  of  more 
sows,  but  may  also  indicate  that  producers  have  become  more  confident  of 
the  price  outlook. 

Commercial  pork  production,  which  in  the  first  quarter  was 
2  1/2  percent  greater  than  a  year  previously,  may  be  little  larger  than 
last  year  in  the  second  quarter. 

Prices  of  hogs  declined  continuously  during  April,  and  during  the 
last  week  of  that  month  barrows  and  gilts  at  Chicago  averaged  $17,72  per 
100  pounds,  or  12  percent  lower  than  in  the  week  ended  April  2.. During 
May  prices  regained  more  than  half  of  the  April  decline.    These  fluctu- 
ations in  market  price  of  hogs,  although  not  extreme,  were  considerably 
different  from  those  in  retail  prices  of  pork.    As  indicated  by  composite 
prices  at  New  York,  retail  pork  prices  declined  k  percent  from  the  last 
2  weeks  of  March  to  the  last  2  weeks  of  AprJ.l,  then  dropped  h  percent 
more  the  first  two  weeks  of  May. 
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Pi'ices  of  hogs  imy  v:eaken  a  lit-blc  before  advancing  seasonally 
conmiencing  in  nid-sura:ier«    The  increase  irr.y  be  halted  early^  and  thoi-e- 
fore  niay  be  held  5irr,ller  than  usual,  by  F-arketings  of  substantial 
numbers  of  hogs  from  the  spring  pig  crop  in  August  and  the  first  v;eeks 
of  September* 

,  More  sovv-s  have  been  marketed  this  spring  tiian  a  year  ago*  Luring 
i-iay,  sovfs  comprised  about  7-8  percent  of  all  hogs  received  at  7  :mrkets, 
.compared  v.dth  4  percent  in  i^iay  last  year.    The  increase  may  be  due  to 
a  sizable  number  of  early  farrovdngs*    Morfe  sows  ivill  be  marketed  through- 
out this  suFxier  than  in  the  summer  of  1948^  because  more  "-ill  have 
■  farrovred  spring  pigs  this  year  than  last.    The  seasonal  peak  in  sow  market- 
ings cones  in  mid-  and  late-sunmer. 

Due  to  the  greater  number  of  .^o'ts  slaughtered  and  to  substantial 
irarketings  of  spring  pigs  early  in  the  fall,  more  pork  -.Till  be  produced 
in  the  third  quarter  of  19'r9  than  of"  1948  ^    The  gain  in  pork  output  over 
last  year  '-d.  11  continue  through  the  fourth  quarter,   since  the  spring  pig 
crop  this  year  is  considerably  larger  thazi  last  year's  crop* 

Small  Output  of  Lamb  and  'vlutton 

Sheep  numbers  of  the  United  States  have  declined  for  7  years. 
This  vdntcr  and  spring,  unfavorable  T;eathf»r  has  been  a  handicap  to  sheep- 
men in  parts'  of  the  i.'est.    Also,  fe-\^er  sh:;ep  and  Icinbs  have  been  on  feed 
this  vf inter  than  in  a  number  of  years.    As  a  result  of  these  conditions, 
April  slaughter  of  sheep  and  lai.ibs  under  Federal  inspection  v-as  the 
smallest,  since  1918  and  the  third  sinallest  since  1903o    Tlio  total  "of 
676,000  head  •'ATas  doT.n  55  percent  from  a  year  oar lijr- and  less  than  one»half 
as  large  as  the  slaughter  in  April  1946, 

April  slaughter  of  sheep  and  lambs  is  likely  to  prove  the  loivest 
for  any  month  of  1949,  cut  the  number  slaughtered  in  rcmining' months  v.all 
continue  considerably  bclor;  last  year  or  any  other  recent  year.  Supplies 
of  lamb  and  mutton  viill  be  unusually  sFa.ll  'in  coinparison  v/itli  supplies  of 
other  meats,    unlike  other  livestock  prices,  prices  of  lambs  have  been 
close  to  record  levels.    They  probably  mil  remain  high  relative  to  prices 
of -other  livestock.   

1949  Total  ?:e.at  Su^jplies 
Just  Above  1948 

Total  production  of  all  meats  combined  in  1949'  is  expected  to 
exceed  "that  of  1948.    Tith  the  increase  in  population,  consumption  per 
capita  for  the  year  is  estimated  as  about  the  same  as  the  146s4  pounds 
in  1948. 

" Dewnd  for  Ivleat  Steadies 

Demand  for  meat,  ivhich  just  after  tlie  vnir  was  unusually  high  rela- 
tive to  consumer's  incomiGs,  declined  about  the  middle  of  1948  but  has 
appeared  to  be  more  nearly  constant  in  1949,. 

As  measured  by  ihc  seasonally  adjusted  retail  value  of  all  moat  . 
consumed  as  a  percentage  of  disposable  personal  income,  demand  increased 
greatly  between  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  1948.    Revised  estimates 
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Table  4,-  Retail  value  of  meat  consumption  compared  with  disposable  personal 
income,  seasonally  adjusted,  by  quarter  yeai-s,  1948  and  1949 

All  meat 


Quart  er- 
year 

:  Civilian  con-  ti 
:      sumption  : 
:    per  capita  s 

,  Actual . 

Season- : 
ally  ii 
ad-  1 
justed  1 

:  Pounds 

Pounds 

1948 

Jan, -Mar,  - 
Api a- June , 
July-Sept. 
Oct .-Deco 

:  38.2 

:  36.0 
5  33,7 
!  38e5 

37,0 
36,5 

36c0 
34,9 

Year 

!  146o4 

146.4 

1949 

Jan, -Mar, < 

!  37o7 

36o5 

1943  i 
Jan. -Mar. • 
Apr. -June ! 
July-Sept. 
Oct« -Dec. 

:  16.3 

15o5 
15.5 
I      16  eO 

lea 

16,8 
15.5 

14e9 

Year 

63r  3 

6 3o  3 

1949  : 
Jan. -Marc : 

16o2 

16,0 

1948  : 
Jan. -Mara ; 
Apr. -June ; 
July- Sept.  i 
Octo-DeCi  ! 

18.4 

17ol 
14c  4 
18«8 

17ol 
17o8 
16c9 
16c9 

Year  : 

68e7 

68o7 

1949  : 
Jan, -Mar 0  : 

18,3 

16o9 

price  per 
pound  l/ 
:  Season- 


2/ 


:  ad- 

? justed 


:of  civilian 
tconsumption 
J  per  capita 
:  seasonally 
:  adjusted 
3/ 


Di  sposable 
personal 
ino  ome 

per 
capita 
seasonally 
adjusted 


Gents  Cents 


Dollars 


19e03 

20„88 
20o59 
18.91 
■79.41" 


Dollars 


314 
323 

335 

 337_ 

1 , 307 


Beef 


66  c  3 
75o0 
80.9 
74o8 


67,6 

73*4 
78,8 
74o9 


17*93 


8c60 
9c77 
9o63 
8c85 


332 


314 

323 
333 
337 


73«7  73,7 


36o85 


1,307 


64o0        65.2  8c.22 
Pork  ex-Cluding  lard 


332 


50.2 
50.6 

56.4 
52,0 


8.23 

8,55 

8o54 


:  Retail  value 
;  of  meat  as 
: percent  of  dis- 
:    posable  por- 
:sonaI  income 
i  seasonally 

:  ^adjusted 

Percent 


6.1 

6.5 
6,2 
_5.6_ 
6.1 


5.4 


2.7 

3,0 
2.9 
2_<,6 
2  o'S 


2.5 


1^    Not  calculated  for  all  meats  combined,  since  the  retail  value  for  all  meats  is 
the  sum  of  values  for  individual  meats,  rather  than  a  product  of  quantity  times 
price  for  all  meats, 

2/   Weighted  retail  price  for  all  important  cuts. 

_3/    Computed  from  estimated  retail  v/eight  of  consumption..     Because  much  meat  is 
delivered  through  other  than  retail  channels,  this  is  not  consum.er  expenditure 
for  meat. 


Data  by  quarters  have  been  rounded  to  annual  totals  and  cannot  be  compared  precisely 
column  to  column. 

Partly  revises  and  brings  to  date  table  20  of  the  February  1949  issue  of  this 
Situation. 
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show  an  advance  from  6*0  to  6-, 5  percent  of  income  in  those  quarters  (table  4)- 
By  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  the  retail  value  was  down  to  5*7  percent  of 
income. 

In  the  first  quarter  of  1949,  retail  prices  of  meat  were  lower  than  their 
averages  for  the  last  quarter  of  1948,  but  esti.mates  for  consumption  of  meat, 
as  adjusted  for  seasonal  variation,  were  higher.    The  retail  value  of  consumption 
dronped  only  0*2  point  to  5<»4  percent  of  income.     Preliminary  estimates  for  the 
second  quarter  indicate  a  small  increase  from  the  first  quarter. 

The  present  ratio  of  the  retail  value  of  meat  to  incomes  is  higher  than 
it  was  in  1940  and  1941,  when  the  percentage  relationship  was  5.0  or  less. 
However,  the  ratio  to  date  in  1949  is  ^ust  below  the  average  for  1935-39  or  the 
longer  average  far  1922-41,  which  were  5.6-5e7.     Thus,  in  terms  of  earlier 
periods  es  bases  for  comparison,  demand  for  meat  this  year  has  been  approxi- 
mately "normal"  relative  to  consumers*  incomes. 

This  comparison  from  1925  to  date  is  presented  in  figure  1.     Both  dis- 
posable personal  incomes  and  the  retail  value  of  meat  consumed  are  expressed 
as  index  numbers  mth  the  1935-39  average  as  a  base.     In  the  last  quarter  of 
1948  the  indexes  were  nearly  identical,  and  in  the  first  quarter  of  1949  the 
index  of  retail  value  was  lower  than  that  of  disposable  income.     (Data  in 
table  11. ) 

FAMLY  EXPENDITURES  FOR  MAT 

For  all  income  groups  of  consumers,  meat  is  a  basic  food.     This  was  one 
conclusion  from  a  survey  of  food  consumption  and  expenditures  in  Birmingham, 
San  Francisco,  Buffalo,  and  Llinneapolis-Sto  Paul^  made  by  the  TJ,  S,  Bureau  of 
Human  Nutrition  and  Home  Economics  under  the  research  program  of  the  Research 
and  Marketing  Act.     The  survey  covered  food  consumption  habits  of  250  to 
290  household  units  in  each  city  for  a  sample  week  in  the  wintei?  of  January- 
March,  1948.    Reports  for  the  four  cities,  although  providing  a  representative 
cross*section  of  eating  habits,  are  issued  preliminary  to  a  report  for  the 
urban  population  in  68  oomniunitiGs.  1^/ 

?forG  meat  was  consumed  per  person  and  more  money  was  spent  for  meat  in 
the  higher  than  the  lower  income  groups.     On  the  average.,  the  higher- income 
families  devoted  somewhat  more  of  their  food  budgets  to  meat  than  did  the 
families  with  less  income.    However,  among  the  Buffalo  families  of  highest 
income,  expenditures  for  meat  were  a  comparatively  lo.r  percentage  of  total  food 
cost  (table  5). 

Geographical  differences  in  consumption  of  individual  meats  are  evident 
from  data  in  table  6o     Considerably  more  pork  and  much  less  lamb  and  veal  v/ere 
consumed  in  Birmingham  than  in  the  other  survey  oities.     Birmingham  families 
averaged  less  beef  than  families  in  other  cities,  but  the  low  average  was  due 
to  the  small  consumption  in  the  low  income  groups  of  rhat  Southern  city.  High 
income  families  of  Birmingham  consumed  close  to  an  average  quantity  of  meat# 
More  beef  and  veal  were  eaten  in  San  Francisco  than  in  the  other  cities.  San 
Franciscans  also  dined  on  lamb  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  did  families  in 
the  other  surv^ey  oities. 

1/    The' "forthcoming "report  for  the  urban  population  of  68  communities  will  be 
comparable  to  the  results  of  the  1942  survey  (described  in  The  Livestock  and 
Wool  Situation  for  July  1945). 
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Less  porTc  uTi's  consUn'cd"  per  perison,  irr  Stin' Frr.ncisco- than  clscT;hcrc,  "but  the 
average  consumption  of  a|l  moat  per' person,  and  average  cxpcnditurcG,  v;ere 
reported  as  higher  than  in  any  of  the  other  three  cities. 

PRODUCTION  MD  CONSU]\^[PTION  OF  EDIBLE  OFFAL 

Statistics  of  meat  pro'duoed  from  slaughter  of  livestock  commonly  apply 
to  the  dressed  earcass  v/eight  of  cattle,  calves,  and  sheep,  and  the  weight  of 
the  wholesale  cuts  of  pork  obtained  from  hogs.     These  statistics  are  the  basis 
for  all  official  estimates  of  the  quantity  of  meat  produced  and  consumed  in  the 
United  States. 

The  edible  offal  products  that  also  are  produced  from  slaughter  of  live- 
stock make  a  substantial  addition  to  the  nation's  food  supply.     The  most  im- 
portant offal  products,  in  terms  of  weight  and  value  per  aniiml,  are  liver, 
heart,  head  meat,  tongue  and  tripe.     Items  of  less  importance  include  plucks, 
sweetbreads,  weasands,  tails  and  several  others.     Kidneys,  a  major  offal  product, 
are  considered  as  retained  with  the  carcass  of  cattle  and  are  therefore  included 
in  the  dressed  weight  of  beef  produced,  but  are  counted  as  a  separate  offal  item 
from  other  kinds  of  livestock.     Such  products  as  caul  and  other  fats,  tallow, 
oleo  oils,  and  casings  are  not  included  with  edible  offals. 

Edible  offals  have  provided  between  8  and  13.4  pounds  of  food  per  capita 
yearly  sinoe  1909,  according  to  estimates  of  supply  and  distribution  of  all 
edible  offal  items  shown  in  table  7. 

Because  data  on  production  of  offals  are  not  currently  collected,  the 
annual  production  has  been  estimated  by  means  of  average  percentage  yields  per 
100  pounds  dressed  weight  of  oaroass.  Basis  for  the  percentage  factors  are 
data  for  the  production  of  each  offal  item  relative  to  v;eight  of  animals  for  a 
number  of  plants  during  1941.  As  thus  derived,  edible  offals  are  estimated  as 
equivalent  to  6«7  percent  of  the  dressed  weight  of  beef,  10.7  percent  of  veal, 
5.1  percent  of  lamb  and  mutton,  and  6^7  percent  of  pork,  excluding  lard. 

For  reoent  years,  imports  and  beginning  stocks  of  offals  are  added  to 
the  estimates  of  production  as  a  means  of  estimating  total  supply.     The  supply 
is  distributed  among  exports  including  shipments  to  territories,  military  takings 
ending  stocks,  and  civilian  consumption.     The  data  on  foreign  trade  are  obtained 
by  combining  several  classes  of  meats  that  are  mostly  offals.    As  kidneys  and 
livers  make  up  the  bulk  of  trade  in  offals,  any  error  in  foreign  trade  data  due 
to  classification  is  slight* 

Comparable  import  and  export  data  are  not  available  for  the  years  before 
1934,     For  this  reason,  consumption  figures  for  the  earlier  years  are  somewhat 
less  accurate  than  those  from  1934  to  date. 

Quantities  of  offals  used  by  the  military  forces,  including  those  for 
relief  feeding  abroad,  are  obtained  from  reports  of  the  Quartermaster  General 
on  deliveries  and  acceptances  by  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Marine  Corps. 

Cold-storage  stocks  of  edible  offals  are  reported  regularly.  Before 
July  1,  1944,  trimmings  were  included  in  the  stocks  of  offals  but  since  that 
date  thsy.havQ  been  included  wit.h.  the  individual  meats.     Stocks  data  for  the 
earlier  and  later  periods  are  therefore  not  entirely  comparable.     For "1944, 
an  approximate  adjustment  for  the  change-over  was  included  in  the  consumption 
estimates. 
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I":A.Y  1949  -  22  - 

Table  11c-  Retail  value  of  meat  consumed,  and  disposable  income, 

per  person,  1925-49 

Index  numbers  (1935-39^100) 

  (Data  for  figure  1,  page  11 )  . 

;    -    Index  of  retail        :     Index  of  disposable 
Years                  :      value  of  meat  con-     i    personal  income  per 
 t      sumed  per  capita  l/  ;  person  l/  2/ 


1925  :  124,7  -  123 

1926   '  :  126.8  126 

1927  :  122o3                     '  125 

1928    124.1  126 

1929  :  128c.2  ■  132 

19^0  118o9  117 

1931  ....,....'..,.,.<,:  100*0  99 

1932  :                  76,6  75- 

1933   c,  s                  71,1  70 

1934   ,  o  0 . .  ;                  89,0  80 

1935   :                  96o8  89 

1936  :  102,3  101 

1937   :  107.5  108 

1938   95,8  98. 

1939                                :                  97,6  104 

1940  :                  97,6  '.112 

1.941  :  114.4  •  135 

19  42  :  130  ,  2  ^  168 

1943    140,2  188 

1944   c .  :  139,9  205 

1945   :  130.2  "209 

1946  ,  »:  176,6  220 

1947  ,  J  259ol  -235 

1948  :  273.2           "  256 

1947  :  : 

1st  quarter  :           :      247,9            .  231 

2nd  quarter                        '        261.0  228 

3rd  quarter  :  262,4  236' 

4th  quarter   :  263.7  243 

1948  '          !  '  . 

1st  quarter   :  261,6  246 

2nd  Quarter   :  287,0  253 

3rd  quarter  i  2fi5oQ  260 

4th  quarter  .,:  259,9  26.3 

1949  ..    .  :■  •    •       ■  . 

1st  quarter                      •  246,5  260 


ly    1947-49  data  by  quarte.rs  are  seasonally  adjustedo 

2/    Computed  from  data  of  IT,  S,  Department  of  Commerce,  1929-49. 

Estimates  for  1925-28  by  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics. 
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Livestock  prices  per  100  pounds  (axoept  ^diere  noted),  marketiags  and  slaughter 
statistics,  by  species,  April  1949,  -sjith  ooa^arisons 

Prio  es 


Item 


Cattle  and  calves  s 
Beef  steers  8old~out  of  first  hands  : 

Chicago,  Choice  and  Prime.  : 

Good.  ■>  : 

Medium  

Coumono  .o..«.,<«.<>eo. ••«•<>••••••: 

All  grades.  o ......... : 

All  grades,  Omaha  : 

All  grades,  Sioux  City  ; 

Cows,  Chicago,  Grood  grade  : 

Cows,  Chicago,  Cutter  and  Common  l/  : 

Vealers!   *Good  and  Choice,  Chicago..  : 

Stocker  and  feeder  steers,  Kansas  City  : 

Average  price  received  'by  farmers:  : 

Beef  cattle  : 

Veal  calves.  < 

logs  : 


Average  market  price,  Chicago:  : 

Barrows  and  gilts  

Sows  : 

Average  price  received  by  farmers;  : 

Hoge  '  • 

Com,  cents  per  bushel  •  s 

Hog-ooni  price  ratio  (farm  basis)  5/.......! 

Korth  Central  Region  •  : 

United  States  » 

Sheep  and  Lambs  ' 
Lambs,  Good' and  Choice  s laugh. ,  Chicago  4/.: 

Feeding  lambs.  Good  and  Choice,  Omaha  

Ewes,  Good  and  Choice,  Chicago...  •• 

Average  price  received  by  farmers:  : 

Sheep  ,,,........: 

Lambs  .....: 

Meat  ' 
Wholesale,  Chicago: 

Steer  beef,  carcass  (Good  500-600  lb.)...: 
Composite  hog  products  (inol.  lard)  7/.,,  t 

Lamb  carcasses  (Good  30-40  lb.).  : 

B.L.S.  index  retail  meat  prices  9/.  : 

3LS  index  wholesale  meat  prices  To/  ...: 

Index  income  of  industrial  workers  1935-  : 
39  =  100  « 


Meat-animal  marketinga:  « 
Index  numbers  (1935-39  a  lOO)...: 
Stocker  and  Feeder  shipments  to  8  : 
Corn  Belt  States:  « 

Cattle  and  calves  «  Thous. 

Sheep  and  lambs,  ....... :  Thoua. 

Slaughter  under  Federal  Inspection: 
Number  ;ll/  '• 

Cattle   Thous. 

Calves  »s  Thous. 

Sheep  and  lambs   Thous. 

Hogs  Thous. 

Percent  sows  are  of  hogs  :  Percent 

Average  live-weight:  : 

Cattle  Pound 

Calves  ?o\md. 

Sheep  and  lambs  :  Pound 

Hogs  o.   Pound 

Meat  Production:  i 

Beef  .....:Mil.  lb. 

Veal.  :Mil. 

Lamb  and  mutton  :Mil. 

Pork  (excluding  lard)  ....sMil. 

Storage  stocks  first  of  month:  : 

Beef,.  Mil.  lb. 

Veal  'Mil. 

Lamb  and  mutton  :Mil. 

Pork  

Total  meat  and  meat  prcduota 

t 


lb. 
lb. 
lb. 


lb. 
lb.: 


Januarv-Anril  ' 

1948 

} 

1949 

AVyf,  ..  ,*. 

JilpFX<L  * 

Dol. 

Pol. 

Dol» 

Pol, 

Dol. 

Dol." 

16.19 

51,79 

26.68 

29,42 

50.37 

25.88 

26.81 

14.73 

28.14 

24»07 

26,92 

28.17 

24,19 

24.57 

12.86 

24.86 

22.09 

24,41 

25.45 

22.58 

22.87 

10.75 

21.86 

20,53 

22,07 

22,59 

21.21 

21.22 

"■T4;w 

'ffi^'S"""' 

"HSfST?'? — 

2isr.7i  ■  ■ 

■■  2W,4t^  ■ 

24.14 

■  24.20 

22.66 

■  2i  ,"81 

'"  2"^,Tf 

22.35 

25,00 

25.10 

11«41 

22.41 

18.92 

21.90 

25.45 

19.11 

19*68 

8e29 

17.40 

16.14 

17.74 

Iff.  20 

16.99 

16,47 

14»39 

27»6o 

«9.oQ 

26.06 

26.99 

27.98 

27,58 

2S.66 

22,86 

OA.  vr 

10.86 

21.50 

22.50 

20,50 

20.80 

20,90 

12.22 

23.48 

24,70 

23.10 

23.90 

24.50 

24.90 

23,80 

19.6S 

21,64 

19.98 

20.49 

18.60 

19.50 

16.24 

17.75 

16.94 

16.72 

15.54 

12.  S8 

22»S0 

19.53 

'21,50 

20,50 

20.00 

10,60 

T  T  OA 

96.8 

217,0 

119.2 

211.0 

219.0 

118,0 

122.0 

122.0 

14.4 

10.4 

17.0 

10,5 

9.5 

17.6 

15.8 

15.2 

18.3 

10.4 

16.4 

10,2 

9.5 

16.9 

15,2 

14.7 

14.02 

2S.91 

26.80 

22.  IS 

25,15 

28,78 

29,59 

12.57 

20.82 

19,47 

21,61 

0 

0 

12.68 

12.27 

12,76 

12,66 

15.54 

15.70 

6.72 

9.39 

9.85 

9,44 

9.48 

10,10 

10.60 

10,60 

11.88 

23.20 

20.10 

21.20 

23.60 

26,80 

25.50 

21.28 

44.79 

58.66 

43,18 

47.02 

58.78 

59,62 

21.  S9 

41.00 

56,68 

59.99 

40.68 

56.25 

54,94 

23.66 

44.57 

50.55 

42.94 

48.70 

51.66 

67,97 

124.5 

224.8 

222.9 

218,2 

229.6 

222.6 

228,6 

242.7 

220,6 

240.(6 

261.6 

222.4 

224.9 

228.5 

565.2 

568,4 

541.1 

Markotine  and  Slaughter  Statistics 

134 

151 

154 

122 

124 

156 

126 

298 

392 

54 

82 

126 

100 

280 

349 

65 

69 

61 

65 

11,943 

4,173 

4,218 

986 

899 

1,102 

996 

16,111 

2,214 

2,141 

666 

650 

619 

662 

19,641 

4,776 

8,906 

1,175 

1,046 

949 

676 

49,62® 

15,886 

n,665 

5,574 

5,545 

4,515 

3,894 

6 

9 

4 

5 

9 

10 

942 

957 

991 

966 

972 

1,000 

996 

202 

174 

178 

160 

168 

166 

170 

90 

99 

98 

101 

100 

99 

97 

271 

261 

249 

260 

245 

246 

242 

6,972 

2,118 

2,291 

615 

478 

607 

662 

687 

212 

212 

60 

62 

67 

54 

807 

219 

177 

65 

48 

45 

51 

6,9S3 

2j260 

2,447 

606 

475 

594 

S28 

Mil.  lb.: 

Mil.  lb.! 


165 
IS 
17 

700 


144 
10 
16 

661 

968 


140 
16 

80 
611 
90S 


127 
16 
14 

686 

861 


108 
12 
10 
647 
794 


TJ,  S,  Dei^artment  of  Agriculture 
Vfeshington  25,  D.  C. 

OFFICIAL  BUSILTISS 
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Penalty  for  private  use  to  avoid 
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